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(54) Transmission and storage of encryption keys 



(57) A semiconductor circuit for use in a system for 
receiving and decrypting broadcast signals such as pay 
television comprises an input and stores for receiving a 
decryption key in two portions named mother and 
daughter portion. The splitting of the key into two por- 
tions allows a common main or mother portion to be sent 



broadcast to a large number of subscribers and for sep- 
arate daughter portions to be sent to each subscriber or 
group of subscribers depending upon, for example, en- 
titlements for which the subscribers have paid. The sem- 
iconductor circuit is arranged to retrieve the mother por- 
tion and a relevant daughter portion to construct a com- 
plete decryption key 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001 ] This invention relates to the storage of encryp- 
tion keys and to methods of broadcasting encryption 
keys to multiple recipients, particularly in the field of pay 
television systems. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The use of encryption techniques in subscriber 
based systems is essential to prevent unauthorised ac- 
cess to broadcasts by parties who are not entitled to 
them. For example, a person may wish to gain access 
to a sports broadcast service without making the appro- 
priate payment to the broadcast service provider, 
[0003] Many encryption techniques make use of se- 
cret electronic keys to encrypt broadcast data so that 
the data can only be comprehended when decrypted us- 
ing a specified key possessed by a subscriber. Some 
systems may provide many different broadcast services 
to many different subscribers, each of whom requires a 
unique secret key. For example, ten 128 bit keys may 
need to be delivered to each of ten million subscribers. 
Current systems for delivery of such keys include send- 
ing key cards to recipients via postal services, or trans- 
mitting the keys individually. 

[0004] We have appreciated the need for a more effi- 
cient means of transmitting multiple keys and for storing 
multiple keys in a store. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The invention is defined in the independent 
claims to which reference may now be made. Advanta- 
geous features of the invention are set forth in the ap- 
pendant claims. 

[0006] In an embodiment of the present invention, an 
electronic key for use in pay television systems is con- 
structed from two parts, a motherportion and a daughter 
portion. A plurality of keys can be delivered by transmit- 
ting a single common mother portion and a plurality of 
unique daughter portions. A unique daughter portion is 
transmitted for each unique complete key that is re- 
quired. The mother portion and plurality of daughter por- 
tions are received and each complete key is constructed 
by appending each one of the daughter portions to a 
copy of the mother portion. 

[0007] In one exemplary embodiment, a mother por- 
tion comprising a 112 bit data packet, and nine daughter 
portions each comprising a 16 bit data packet may be 
transmitted. The mother portion and one daughter por- 
tion are transmitted together as a single 128 bit packet 
and the remaining eight 16 bit daughter portions are 
transmitted together as a second 1 28 bit packet. By ap- 
pending each of the daughter portions to a copy of the 
motherportion, nine unique 128 bit keys are constructed 



from only two 128 bit data packets. 
[0008] In a system embodying the invention, trans- 
mission of the key portions can be encrypted using any 
appropriate encryption algorithm such as the Advanced 

5 Encryption Standard (AES) algorithm. The algorithm is 
preferably a symmetric cryptographic transform so that 
given an output (the encrypted key), it is mathematically 
unfeasible to generate the input (the key portions) with- 
out knowledge of the key used to encrypt the data. This 

10 first condition provides security to the system. Addition- 
ally, the transform is preferably such that a small change 
in the input generates a large change in the output. This 
second condition ensures that when a change is made 
to only the daughter portion of a key, which may form 

15 only a small proportion of the whole key, security is 
maintained because the encrypted key will undergo a 
large change. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

20 

[0009] The preferred embodiment of the invention will 
now be described in more detail, by way of example, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

25 Figure 1 is a block diagram of the broadcast side; 
Figure 2 is a block diagram of a subscriber receiver 
system; 

Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of a mother portion 
and a single daughter portion; 
30 Figure 4 is a schematic diagram of a complete serv- 
ice key formed from the mother portion and daugh- 
ter portion of Figure 3; 

Figure 5 shows one data structure that may be 
used to transmit a single mother portion and a plu- 
35 rality of daughter portions; 

Figure 6 is a schematic diagram of one configura- 
tion of the memory shown in Figure 2; 
Figure 7 is a schematic diagram of an alternative 
configuration of the memory shown in Figure 2. 

40 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0010] The embodiment of the present invention re- 
45 lates to delivery of digital content such as music, video 
or games, but in particular to pay-television systems in 
which a subscriber may receive and view television 
broadcasts in return for payment of a subscription 
charge. Television broadcasts are received in a scram- 
50 bled form to prevent unauthorised recipients from view- 
ing the broadcast service. The subscriber may descram- 
ble the television broadcast using an encryption key to 
decrypt encrypted control words (CW) used to scramble 
the broadcast. In the preferred embodiment, different 
55 encryption keys may be used to encrypt control words 
specific to different broadcast services, and a subscriber 
possesses the encryption keys associated with those 
broadcast services to which he is entitled. When encryp- 
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tion keys are specific to particular broadcast services, 
they may be conveniently referred to as service keys 
(SK). 

[0011] To provide a plurality of service keys to sub- 
scribers, the service keys are transmitted over air and 
are themselves encrypted in accordance with a secret 
key (SCK) which is unique to, and known only to a par- 
ticular subscriber. This encryption prevents others from 
intercepting broadcasts and illegitimately obtaining the 
service keys. The plurality of service keys are transmit- 
ted to, and received by the subscriber as a mother por- 
tion and a plurality of daughter portion encrypted in ac- 
cordance with the secret key. The key portions are de- 
crypted and a unique service key may be constructed 
by appending one of the unique daughter portions to a 
copy of the mother portion. In this way, it can be seen 
that a more efficient means of delivery of service keys 
is achieved. 

[001 2] A pay television system embodying the inven- 
tion as shown in Figure 1 comprises a broadcast side 
10, and a subscriber side. The broadcast side 10 com- 
prises a central computer 12 which handles subscriber 
management and data encryption, and a transmitter 24 
to transmit broadcast signals 26 to the subscriber side. 
The subscriber side comprises at least one subscriber 
receiver system 40, each associated with an individual 
subscriber. Each subscriber receiver system 40 com- 
prises a receiver 44 for receiving broadcast signals 26 
transmitted from the broadcast side 10 and control 
means 50 to manage data and construct keys. Each 
subscriber receiver system 40 further comprises a first 
store or memory 54 to store service keys and a second 
memory 52 to store a secret key unique to that particular 
subscriber receiver system 40. Additionally, each sub- 
scriber receiver system 40 comprises a decryption 
means 46, here an AES circuit, to decrypt keys and oth- 
er data, and a broadcast descrambler48, here a DVB 
circuit, to descramble scrambled broadcast signals. Fig- 
ure 1 is a block diagram of the broadcast side. Figure 2 
is a block diagram of a subscriber receiver system. 
[0013] It is understood that the various components 
of the system embodying the invention may be separate 
modules, but in the preferred embodiment, all the com- 
ponents of each of the subscriber receiver systems 40 
(except for the receiver 44) are contained on a single 
monolithic semiconductor integrated circuit 42. Such a 
construction increases the security and integrity of the 
system since data cannot be intercepted within the sys- 
tem and components cannot easily be substituted with 
illegitimate replacements to try and circumvent security. 
[0014] The central computer 12 comprises a sub- 
scriber database 1 6 which contains data corresponding 
to a group of subscribers. The subscriber database 1 6 
includes information relating to those broadcast rights 
to which each subscriber is entitled, relevant personal 
details, credit data and subscriber identification codes. 
The subscriber database 1 6 also contains a plurality of 
secret keys, each of which is uniquely associated with 



a corresponding subscriber. Each secret key is used to 
uniquely encrypt and decrypt key portions and is known 
only to the broadcast side 1 0 and the corresponding 
subscriber. The central computer 12 also comprises 
5 generating means 14 such as a PRBS circuit arranged 
to generate a plurality of control words to scramble or 
descramble television broadcast signals, service keys 
to encrypt or decrypt control words, and secret keys to 
encrypt or decrypt service keys. A control means 18 is 
io provided which is capable of retrieving data from the 
subscriber database 1 6, constructing data packets from 
key portions and controlling the various components of 
the broadcast side 1 0. An encryption means 20 is pro- 
vided to encrypt keys and a broadcast scrambler 22 is 

15 provided to scramble broadcast signals. 

[0015] The broadcast and reception of the television 
signals themselves can be according to any one of many 
regimes, such as analogue scrambling systems using 
line cut and rotate techniques, or digital systems using 

20 AES circuits to decrypt the television signals. Such sys- 
tems are known to the skilled person. The pertinent part 
of the system embodying the invention is the transmis- 
sion and storage of the keys by which television broad- 
casts may be rendered clear such as by decrypting the 

25 control words used to scramble the television broad- 
casts, and thus allow the television broadcasts to be de- 
scrambled. These keys are sent individually to each us- 
er, or to groups or all users in the system encrypted in 
a manner such that the keys themselves can only be 

30 decrypted by the authorised recipient or recipients. 
[0016] In the system, each key comprises a bit field 
and is formed in two parts, a mother or master portion 
70, and a daughter or slave portion 72. The mother 70 
and daughter 72 portions also comprise bit fields which 

35 may be appended to form a complete key 74. The moth- 
er portion 70 may be common to all subscribers entitled 
to a particular broadcast service, and the daughter por- 
tion 72 unique to each subscriber within that group. In 
the preferred embodiment a single mother portion is 

40 common to all subscribers within a group and each 
daughter portion is unique to a particular broadcast 
service. Preferably, the group of subscribers sharing a 
common mother portion is constituted of all the sub- 
scribers. In this embodiment, each subscriber possess- 
es es the common mother portion and a set of daughter 
portions which are representative of the services to 
which that subscriber is entitled. Since a daughter por- 
tion is common to a particular broadcast service and the 
mother portion is common to all subscribers, every sub- 

50 scriber entitled to that particular service will possess a 
common complete key. A complete key 74 formed from 
a mother portion 70 and a daughter portion 72 may al- 
ternatively be called a service key (SK) 74 to emphasise 
the fact that such a key is associated with a particular 

55 broadcast service, and to distinguish it from a secret key 
(SCK) used to encrypt or decrypt service keys. Figure 
3 is a schematic diagram of a mother portion and a sin- 
gle daughter portion. Figure 4 is a schematic diagram 
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of a complete service key formed from the mother por- 
tion and daughter portion of Figure 3. 
[0017] The generating means 14 generates a mother 
portion common to all the subscribers in the subscriber 
database 16, and generates a daughter portion unique 
to each broadcast service provided by the broadcast 
service provider. The mother portion and each daughter 
portion are stored in the subscriber database 1 6 in as- 
sociation with the respective subscriber data. When a 
group of keys are to be sent to a particular subscriber 
or group of subscribers, the control means 1 8 accesses 
the subscriber database 16 and retrieves the mother 
portion common to all the subscribers and retrieves a 
daughter portion for each broadcast service to which a 
particular subscriber or group of subscribers is entitled. 
The secret key corresponding to the subscriber to whom 
the keys are being sent is also retrieved from the sub- 
scriber database 1 6. The mother portion, each daughter 
portion and the secret key are sent via a communication 
link to the encryption means 20 where the mother and 
daughter portions are encrypted using the secret key. 
The key portions may be encrypted separately and then 
appended to form a series of data packets suitable for 
transmission. Preferably, the keys are appended by the 
control means 1 8 in their unencrypted form first and the 
complete packets then encrypted. The keys are sent via 
a communication link and an output 23 to the transmitter 
24 which transmits the encrypted key portions in a wire- 
less manner to the plurality of subscriber receiving sys- 
tem 40 at the subscriber side. 

[001 8] The key portions may be encrypted using any 
appropriate encryption algorithm such as the Advanced 
Encryption Standard (AES) Algorithm. The encryption 
algorithm can be any symmetric cryptographic trans- 
form so that it is mathematically unfeasible to generate 
the input (the key portions) from the output (the encrypt- 
ed key portions) without knowledge of the secret key 
used to encrypt the data. This condition ensures that on- 
ly that subscriber entitled to receive the key portions by 
virtue of their possession of the correct secret key, can 
decrypt the encrypted keys. A subscriber can gain pos- 
session of a valid and unique secret key by making the 
appropriate subscription payment to the broadcast serv- 
ice provider. Additionally, the encryption algorithm 
should be one in which a small change in the input cre- 
ates a large change in the output. This ensures that a 
change of only the daughter portion, which may consti- 
tute only a small proportion of the complete key, results 
in a large change in the encrypted key. Although a group 
of keys are related by virtue of a common mother por- 
tion, because the relationship between the encrypted 
and unencrypted keys is complex, it is unfeasible to ob- 
tain the unencrypted key portions without knowledge of 
the secret key used to encrypt the key portions. 
[001 9] In the preferred embodiment, the key portions 
are appended in such a way as to allow the mother por- 
tion to be transmitted together with a single daughter 
portion as a single data packet 76, and the remaining 



daughter portions to be transmitted in groups as a series 
of further data packets 78. The mother portion 70 may 
comprise for example a 112 bit data packet and each 
daughter portion 72 may comprise a 1 6 bit data packet. 

5 The 1 1 2 bit mother portion is then transmitted together 
with a single 16 bit daughter portion as a single 128 bit 
data packet. The remaining 1 6 bit daughter portion are 
transmitted in groups of eight as a plurality of 128 bit 
data packets. It is understood however, that the mother 

10 and daughter portions need not be of a particular size, 
and that they may be transmitted together in other 
groupings or individually. If the key portions are encrypt- 
ed, the encrypted key portions may be appended and 
transmitted in a similar manner. Figure 5 shows one data 

*s structure that may be used to transmit a single mother 
portion and a plurality of daughter portions. 
[0020] It is advantageous to transmit keys in packets 
comprising a plurality of key portions to increase the in- 
tegrity of the system. If a daughter portion comprises a 
20 1 6 bit data packet, is not possible to try 2 A 1 6 daughter 
portions to find a particular one as the daughter portions 
are transmitted in groups. If several daughter portions 
are transmitted as a 1 28 bit packet, a hacker would have 
to try all 2 A 128 encrypted composite daughter keys as 
25 the relationship between the encrypted and decrypted 
keys is so complex. 

[0021 ] A receiver 44 at each subscriber receiver sys- 
tem 40 receives the broadcast signals 26 transmitted 
from the broadcast side 1 0 which are converted to digital 

30 signals and sent via an input 45 and a communication 
link to the decryption means 46. The decryption means 
46 receives the encrypted mother portion and each en- 
crypted daughter portion from th e receiver 44 via a com- 
munication link and decrypts the key portions using a 

35 stored unique secret key 52. The key portions can only 
be decrypted if the stored secret key 52 corresponds to, 
or is complementary to the secret key used to encrypt 
the key portion at the broadcast side 1 0. Since any par- 
ticular secret key is known only to one subscriber, then 

40 only that one subscriber can decrypt the encrypted keys 
to obtain the original key portions. A different subscriber 
with a different secret key can only obtain those key por- 
tions encrypted using their secret key. This process en- 
sures that while all subscribers can receive the encrypt- 

45 ed data, any one subscriber can only acquire the unen- 
crypted key portions to those broadcast services to 
which they are entitled. Although keys are encrypted 
uniquely to every subscriber, those subscribers who 
have the same broadcast rights will end up with the 

50 same common mother and daughter portions after they 
are decrypted. 

[0022] Decrypted key portions are sent via a commu- 
nication link from the decryption means 46 to the control 
means 50. The control means 50 obtains the key por- 
55 tions from the plurality of received data packets and con- 
structs a plurality of service keys by appending each of 
the daughter portions to a copy of the mother portion. 
The daughter portions may be inserted in any position 
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within the mother portion but in the preferred embodi- 
ment the daughter portions are appended to the end of 
the mother portion. It can be seen that a unique com- 
plete service key may be constructed for each unique 
daughter portion. However, only a single mother portion 
need be transmitted resulting in a reduction in transmit- 
ted data. 

[0023] The service keys are sent via a communication 
link from the control means 50 to the first memory 54 
where the service keys are stored in a key table. The 
first memory 54 is arranged to store the mother key por- 
tion and the plurality of daughter key portions in such a 
manner that the mother key portion is associated with a 
group of daughter key portions. Figure 5 shows one for- 
mat for the key table in which the first memory 54 is ar- 
ranged to store each of the plurality of daughter portions 
in the table with a copy of the mother portion as a plu- 
rality of complete service keys. In this embodiment, 
when a service key is required it can be retrieved from 
the table in a complete form. In an alternative embodi- 
ment, the first memory 54 is arranged to store the plu- 
rality of daughter portions in a table so that the table is 
associated with the mother portion as shown in figure 6. 
In this embodiment, the service keys are constructed 
when they are required by retrieving the mother portion 
and the required daughter portion and appending the 
daughter portion to a copy of the mother portion. 
[0024] Broadcast signals (TV) representative of for 
example a particular television program are scrambled 
at the broadcast side 10 by a broadcast scrambling cir- 
cuit 22. The generating means 14 generates a series of 
control words which are sent via a communication link 
to the broadcast scrambler 22. The broadcast scrambler 
22 receives the control words and the television broad- 
cast signals, and scrambles the television broadcast 
signal according to the control words. In one embodi- 
ment, the service key corresponding to the broadcast 
service may be used as a seed for the algorithm used 
to generate the control words. The scrambled television 
signals are sent via a communication link to the trans- 
mitter 24. Additionally, the control words are sent from 
the generating means 14 to the encryption means 20 
where they are encrypted according to the service key 
which corresponds to the broadcast service associated 
with the control words. The encrypted control words are 
sent via a communication link to the transmitter 24. The 
service key used to encrypt the control words comprises 
a mother portion which is common to all subscribers, 
and comprises a daughter portion which is unique to the 
broadcast service which the key is being used to en- 
crypt. The scrambled broadcast signals and the encrypt- 
ed control words are transmitted by the broadcast side 
1 0 and are received at the subscriber side by each sub- 
scriber receiver system 40. The control words may be 
encrypted using any appropriate encryption algorithm 
using the complete service key corresponding to the 
particular service that the broadcast represents. This 
ensures that only those persons entitled to the broad- 



cast service by virtue of their possession of a valid serv- 
ice key can decrypt the broadcast. A subscriber can gain 
possession of a valid service key by making the appro- 
priate payment to the broadcast service provider. 
5 [0025] On receipt of the encrypted control words and 
scrambled broadcast signals they are converted to dig- 
ital signals. The scrambled broadcast signals are sent 
via a communication link to the broadcast descrambler 
48 and the encrypted control words are sent via a com- 
10 munication link to the decryption means 46. The control 
means 50 comprises a control circuit arranged to re- 
trieve a master key portion and a selected daughter key 
portions in response to a select signal and to construct 
a complete decryption key from the master key portion 
*5 and selected daughter key portion. The control means 
50 sends a command to the first memory 54 to transmit 
the appropriate key from the key table to the decryption 
means 46. The decryption means 46 comprises a de- 
cryption circuit for decrypting control words in associa- 
te tion with a service key. The decrypted control words are 
sent via a communication link from the decryption 
means 46 to the broadcast descrambler 48. The broad- 
cast descrambler 48 contains a descrambling circuit for 
descrambling broadcast signals in association with a se- 
ts pes of control words using for example the common 
scrambling algorithm (CSA). The broadcast descram- 
bler 48 circuit contains processing means capable of 
performing the appropriate algorithm corresponding to 
that which the broadcast side 10 used to scramble the 
30 broadcast. The broadcast descrambler 48 receives the 
scrambled broadcast and the control words and per- 
forms the descrambling algorithm to descramble the 
scrambled broadcast. In the preferred embodiment, a 
subscriber identification 58 is used to select one or more 
35 control words from a plurality of received control words. 
In this embodiment, the control words are stored in a 
table 56 after they are decrypted and the appropriate 
ones selected according to the subscriber identification 
58 when required. The descrambled broadcast signals 
40 are then transmitted to a display unit such as a television 
set where the broadcast can be viewed by the subscrib- 
er. 

[0026] In the foregoing description, a service key is 
used to decrypt control words which are in turn used to 
45 descramble television broadcast signals. However, the 
service key may alternatively be used to directly decrypt 
a television broadcast encrypted using that particular 
service key. 

[0027] In the preferred embodiment, the mother por- 
50 tion provides the subscribers with an overall access 
right, whereas the daughter portions control the partic- 
ular service rights. To prevent fraud, the mother portion 
can be changed periodically, requiring all subscribers to 
receive a valid update. A full subscriber with rights to 
55 access to all broadcast services will possess a full table 
of daughter portions. A lower rate subscriber may only 
possess a reduced number of daughter portions corre- 
sponding to the number of services to which he is enti- 
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tied allowing him to construct only a limited number of 
valid keys for a limited number of channels. Entitlements 
to rights to a new service would be provided by sending 
the subscriber a new daughter portion from which he 
could construct the complete key used to decrypt that 
particular service. 

[0028] To update a set of keys according to the 
present system, thus only requires the delivery of a set 
of daughter portions. Since a daughter portion is signif- 
icantly smaller in size than a complete key, this results 
in a reduction in data that is required to be transmitted. 
For example, if the mother portion is common to all sub- 
scribers and each daughter portion is unique to a par- 
ticular broadcast service, a mother portion need only be 
transmitted once and the subscriber entitlements can be 
updated by sending a group of daughter portions. Con- 
versely, if the mother portion is common to a group of 
subscribers who are entitled to a particular service, then 
a mother portion need only be sent to the group once. 
To update each subscribers entitlements, each sub- 
scriber need only be sent a unique daughter portion. 



Claims 

1 . A semiconductor circuit for use in a system for re- 
ceiving and decrypting broadcast signals using one 
of a selected plurality of complete decryption keys, 
comprising: 

an input (45) arranged to receive complete de- 
cryption keys broadcast as a master portion 
(70) and a plurality of daughter portions (72); 
a store (54) arranged to store the master por- 
tion and the plurality of daughter portions in 
such a manner that the master portion is asso- 
ciated with a group of daughter portions; 
a control circuit (50) arranged to retrieve the 
masterportion and aselected one of the daugh- 
ter portions in response to a select signal and 
to construct a complete decryption key (74) 
from the masterportion and selected daughter 
portion; and 

a decryption circuit (46) for decrypting broad- 
cast signals using the complete decryption key. 

2. A system for transmitting and encrypting broadcast 
signals using one of a selected plurality of complete 
encryption keys (74), comprising: 

a circuit (1 4) arranged to generate a plurality of 
complete encryption keys each formed from a 
master portion (70) and one of a plurality of re- 
spective daughter portions (72) for use in en- 
crypting broadcast signals; 
a transmitter circuit (24) arranged to transmit 
the master portion and the plurality of respec- 
tive daughter portions to a receiver (44) from 



which the plurality of complete keys can be re- 
constructed. 

3. A system for delivery of a plurality of complete en- 
5 cryption keys (74), comprising a broadcast side (10) 
and a subscriber side, wherein the broadcast side 
(10) comprises: 

a circuit (1 4) arranged to generate a plurality of 
10 complete encryption keys (74) formed from a 

master portion (70) and a plurality of respective 
daughter portions (72) for use in encrypting 
broadcast signals; 

a transmitter circuit (24) arranged to transmit 
*5 the master portion and the plurality of respec- 

tive daughter portions to the subscriber side; 

and the subscriber side comprises at least one sub- 
scriber receiver systems (40), wherein each of the 
20 subscriber receiver systems comprises: 

a receiver circuit (44) arranged to receive the 
master portion and the plurality of respective 
daughter portions; 
25 a store (54) arranged to store the master key 

portion and the plurality of respective daughter 
key portions in such a manner that the master 
key portion is associated with the group of 
daughter key portions; 
30 a control circuit (50) arranged to retrieve the 

master key portion and a selected one of the 
daughter key portions in response to a select 
signal and to construct a complete decryption 
key (74) from the master key portion and se- 
35 lected daughter key portion; and 

a decryption circuit (46) for decrypting the 
broadcast signals using the complete decryp- 
tion key. 

40 4. The semiconductor circuit of claim 1 , or the system 
of claim 3, wherein the store is arranged to store the 
plurality of daughter portions in a table and wherein 
the table is associated with the master portion. 

45 5. The semiconductor circuit of claim 1 , or the system 
of claim 3, wherein the store is arranged to store 
each of the plurality of daughter portions in a table 
with a copy of the master portion as a plurality of 
complete decryption keys. 

50 

6. The semiconductor circuit of claim 1 , orthe system 
of claim 2 or 3 wherein the master portion is a 112 
bit data packet and each of the plurality of daughter 
portions is a 1 6 bit data packet. 

55 

7. The semiconductor circuit of claim 1 , wherein the 
input is further arranged to receive a master portion 
and one daughter portion as a single 1 28 bit packet, 
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and to receive a further plurality of daughter por- 
tions in groups of eight as a plurality of 1 28 bit pack- 
ets. 

8. The system of claim 2 or 3 wherein the transmitter 
circuit is arranged to transmit the master portion 
with one of the plurality of daughter portions as a 
single 128 bit packet, and to transmit the remaining 
daughter portions in groups of eight as a plurality of 
128 bit packets. 

9. The semiconductor circuit of claim 1 , or the system 
of claim 2 or 3 wherein the broadcast signals are 
digital content including at least one of video, music 
or games. 



complete decryption keys (74). 

17. A method of receiving and storing a plurality of com- 
plete decryption keys from key portions used to de- 
5 crypt broadcast signals, comprising: 

receiving a master portion (70) of a decryption 
key; 

- receiving a plurality of daughter portions (72); 
io and 

- storing the master portion associated with the 
plurality of daughter portions such that the mas- 
ter portion is retrievable with a selected one of 
the plurality of daughter portions to form a com- 

15 plete decryption key (74). 



10. The system of claim 2 or 3, further comprising en- 
cryption means (20) for retrieving a secret encryp- 
tion key and encrypting the key portions in accord- 
ance with the secret key. 20 

1 1 . The semiconductor circuit of claim 1 , or the system 
of claim 3, further comprising decryption means 
(46) for retrieving a secret encryption key and de- 
crypting the key portions in accordance with the se- 25 
cret key. 

12. The system of claim 3, wherein the subscriber side 
comprises one or more pay television set top boxes. 

30 

13. The semiconductor circuit of claim 1 , or the system 
of claim 2 or 3 wherein the master portion is com- 
mon to all subscribers and each of the daughter por- 
tions is unique to a particular broadcast service. 

35 

1 4. The semiconductor circuit of claim 1 1 or the system 
of claim 2 or 3 wherein the master portion is unique 
to a group of subscribers who are entitled to a par- 
ticular broadcast service, and each of the daughter 
portions is unique to a particular subscriber in that *o 
group. 

15. A set-top-box for use in a pay-television system 
comprising a semiconductor circuit according to 
claim 1 , or any of claims 4 to 7, 9, 1 1 , 1 3 or 1 4 when <s 
appendant claim 1 . 

16. A method of transmitting a plurality of complete de- 
cryption keys in a system in which complete decryp- 
tion keys are used to decrypt broadcast signals, so 
comprising: 

transmitting a master portion (70) of a decryp- 
tion key; and 

transmitting a plurality of daughter portions ss 
(72); 

wherein the master portion and each daughter 
portion together comprise one of a plurality of 



18. A method of delivering and storing a plurality of 
complete decryption keys in a system in which com- 
plete decryption keys are used to encrypt and de- 
crypt broadcast signals, comprising: 

transmitting a master portion (70) of a decryp- 
tion key; and 

transmitting a plurality of daughter portions 
(72); 

wherein the master portion and each daughter 

portion together comprise one of a plurality of 

complete decryption keys (74). 

receiving the master portion of a decryption 

key; 

receiving the plurality of daughter portions; and 
storing the master portion associated with the 
plurality of daughter portions such that the mas- 
ter portion is retrievable with a selected one of 
the plurality of daughter portions to form a com- 
plete decryption key. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 6, 1 7 or 1 8 wherein the mas- 
ter portion is a 112 bit data packet and each of the 
daughter portions is a 1 6 bit data packet. 

20. The method of claim 16 or 18 wherein the master 
portion is transmitted simultaneously with one of the 
plurality of daughter portions as a single 128 bit 
packet, and the remaining daughter portions are 
transmitted in groups of eight as a plurality of 128 
bit packets. 

21. The method of claim 16 or 18, further comprising 
the steps of retrieving a secret key (52), and en- 
crypting the key portions in accordance with the se- 
cret key. 

22. The method of claim 17 or 18 wherein the step of 
storing the master and daughter portions comprises 
storing the plurality of daughter portions in a table 
and associating the master portion with the table. 
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23. The method of claim 17 or 18 wherein the step of 
storing the master and daughter portions comprises 
storing each one of the plurality of daughter portions 
in a table with a copy of the master portion as a plu- 
rality of complete decryption keys. 5 

24. The method of claim 17 or 18, further comprising 
the steps of retrieving a secret key (52), and de- 
crypting the key portions in accordance with the se- 
cret key. 10 

25. The method of claim 1 6, 1 7 or 1 8 wherein the broad- 
cast signals are digital content including at least one 
of video, music or games. 

15 

26. The method of claim 1 6, 1 7 or 1 8 wherein the mas- 
ter portion is common to all subscribers and each 
of the daughter portions is unique to a particular 
broadcast service. 

20 

27. The method of claim 1 6, 1 7 or 1 8 wherein the mas- 
ter portion is unique to a group of subscribers who 
are entitled to a particular broadcast service, and 
each of the daughter portions is unique to a partic- 
ular subscriber in that group. 25 
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